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at the second reading of the Bill, I desire
now to congratulate the Government on
introducing this Bill, which gives many
distinct advantages.

TmE Hoe. C. A. PIESSE: I cannot
support this amendment, because I think,
if members of a district cannot meet in
their own district, there should not be a
board at all.

Tss HoN. R. O. B1IFRGES: I think
it would be better if the boards met in
their own districts. I do not think any
district has a. right to a boardl if it cannot
get members who reside in the district.

Clause agreed to. Bill reported.

ADJOURNhEENT.
The House, at 6-10 o'clock p.m., ad-

journed until Thursday, 18th October, at
4 o'clock P.M.

Wednesday, 17th October, 1894.

Coletion of Cue Telegraph Line-Alleged Omission
ofPilot to Board the &ou. " Galf of Siam" -

Medical Bill: first reading-Leave of Absence to
Mr, Phillips-Message from the Governor: Assent-
ing to Bilt-Mleseage from the Governor: Element.
try Education Act Amendment Eml-S-upply of
Meat for Metropolitan ad toldicelds Markets:
Report of Select Committee-Removal of Dredge
from Canning to Perth-Point of Order -New

Hose of ParimnPopoe iteto
a Roya Commissio-lmetar dcto c
Act Amendment:Bill_ furhercniee no
mittee-Estimatee, 189"4: further considered in

committee-Want of Quoranm-Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30

p.m.

PRAYERS.

COMPLETION OF CUE TELEGRAPH
LI2NE.

MR. ILLLNGWORTH: I beg to ask.
the question standing in my name, I
may say that on July 30th I asked the
same question, and the answer I then

received was that the line would be
completed within about three weeks fromu
that date. It is now eleven weeks, and I
now wish to ask the Director of Public
Worka- z. When the telegraph line will
be completed to Cue? 2. Can there be
a connection by bicycle over the tunfinished
portionP If F30,-3, Will he arrange tW
have this communication established at
once ?

Tan DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied as
follows :-l. The Department is daily
expecting to hear that the connection has
been made with the Mullewa, end of the
line. A field instrument has been pro-
vided to work the line temporarily, but,
until the line is connected, precise infor-
mation cannot be given a-s to the probable
date of the completion of the whole line.
2 and 3. It is understood that the con-
tractor has made some offer to run a
bicycle mail service.

MR. ILING WORTH. That is no
answer at all to my) third question.

THE DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H1. W. Venn): No reply
has been given to the contractor as to his
oiler to run a bicycle Service.

Ma. ILINOWORTI: My question
was, will you arrange to have it done?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (H1on. H. W. Venn): I cannot
answer that without consulting the Gov-
ernment on the subject.

THE PILOT AND THE S.8. "GULF
OF SIAM."

MR. SOLOMON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier :-- r Whether
the attention of the Government had been
called to the subject matter of a letter,
which appeared in the West Australian
of the 9th instant, from the captain of
the s.s. "1Gulf of Siam," complaining that
his vessel was not boarded by a, pilot on-
his arrival from London with immigrants,
a a . If so, had any investigation been

made into the matter, alid what was the
result of any inquiry, if instituted?

TEE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the following explanation in
this matter had been received from the
Chief Harbour Master:-

The "Gulf of Siam" arrived at Fremantle
on the evening of Saturday, (5th October, and
was duly sighted from Rottnest Lighthouse.
The steamer, however, camne ina at the South
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Passage without ever Stopping for a knoment,
and the pilot, who was in the whaleboat, and
not far off, was not able to catch the steamer.

The " Gulf of Siam " did not hoist the " Pilot
Jack" at the fore, as he should have done, in
compliance with the Board of Trade nti ice,
and according to the Merchant Shipping Act
of 18,73, Section 19.

Section 19 runs as follows
si gnal for Pilots.

" 19. If a vessel requires the services of a
pilot, the signals to be used and
displayed shall be those specified
in the Second Schedule to this Act.

" Any master of a vessel who uses, or dis-
plays, or causes, or permits any
person under his authority to use
or display any of the said signals
for any other purpose than that of
sunmmoning a pilot, or uses, or
causes, or permits any person under
his authority to use any other signal
for a pilot shall incur a penalty not
exceeding Twenty pounds.

Schedule II. (referred to in Section 19), Sigjnals
to be made by Ships wvanting a Pilot in the
day time.
The following signals, numbered (1) and (2),when used and displayed together, or separ-

ately, shall be deemed to be signals for a pilot
in the day time, viz.

r. To be hoisted at; the fore, the Jack, or
other national colour usually worn by
merchant ships, having round it a
white border, one-filth of the breadth
of the flag; or

2, The International Code Pilotage signal
indicated by P.T.

At night, &c., &e.
As it was daylight, the explanation of the

authorised night signals is not given.
At my request, Capt. Sanderson, of the " Gulf

of Siam," attended at the Harbour Office, and
Mr. Payne, of Sir G. Shenton & Co, (agents),
was good enough also to attend.

In the presence of these gentlemen, I then
questioned the pilot in charge (Capt. Abraham-
son), and also the lightkeeper on duty at the
time. I was satisfied that the steamer had
been dualy sighted at the lighthouse, and
reported by -telephone to the settlement.

1 asked Capt. Sanderson whether or not he
had the " Pilot Jack" hoisted, and he replied
he had not.

I also asked him whether he stopped the
steamer at all, and he replied that he did not
stop at all, or even slow Hs engines.

CL R. RUSSELL,
17th October, 1894.

MEDICAL BILL.
Introduced by Mu. TAmEs, and read a

first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO A MEMBER.
Mn. TRAYIJEN, in accordance with

notice, moved that leave of absence, for

fourteen days, he granted to the lion.
member for the Irwin (Mr. Phillips).

THE SPEAKER: I should like to
point out that, according to our Standing
Orders, a motion for granting leave of
absence should state the cause as well as
the period of absence. That Order has
never been complied with, but it ought
to he done.

MR. IBAKE : Ilam glad. th at attention
has been called to the failure of members
to comply with the Standing Orders. 1,
myself, desire to cater may protest to this
extended leave of absence being given to
members who do not care to attend this
House as regularly as they might do.
There are very important questions at
present before the House, and members
ou ght to make it a point to be in their
places. An instance happened only yes-
terday when the House had to adjourn
without doing any business, through the
failure of members to attend.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Whose fault was thatP You were not
present yourself.

Mn. L EAKE:. Nor wvere all the Mini s-
ters present. I do not wish to oppose
this motion, yet I hope that some expres-
sion of opinion will be given, and that
the House will set its face against grant-
ing these extended leaves of absence,
inerely because a niember wishes to Stay
away to suit his own. convenience.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: I aim very pleased
that the lion, member has called attention
to this custom of applying for leave of
absence, fortnight after fortnight. Some
members seem to think they are sent
here to suit their own convenience, and
that, if they do not wanlt to attend, all
they have to do is to put up some friend
to move for leave of absence for then.
If every member of the House were to
follow the same practice, I do not know
what would becom-e, of the business of
the country. It would he brought to a
stand still. Oonstituencies, perhaps, would
then realise that those whom they had
elected to look after the interests of the
country were, as a matter of fact, looking
after their own interests, and that those
whom they were supposed to relpresent
were not recpresented at all. Possibly
constituencides would then be more care-
ful to elect members who would attend
the House regularly, and do their dluty
to their constituents and to the country.

(ASSEMBLY.] Leave of Abeence.
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There are several country mnembers in
Ibis House who give up their time toI
attc'nd here regularly, while others are
absent more than half their time. Of
course it is very unpleasant to have to
make remarks of this kind about one's
own friends, but I am glad that attention
has been called to this matter. I do not
wish to) oppose the present motion. J
only hope the remarks that have been
mnade way do some good.

Ma. MORAN: I only rise to say that
it is a singular thing that the two bon.
members who have made such a fuss
about this matter were 1)oth absent yes-
terday, when the House bad to adjourn
for thle want of a quorum.

Motion put and passed.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR
ASSENTING TO BILLS.

The following Message was received
from His Excellency the Governor:

" The Governor has the hionoiu to in-
form the Lcgislative A sembly that he has
this dayv assented, in Tier majesty's name,
to the undeninentioned Bills.:-

" An Act to amend and consolidate the
"Laws respecting the Defence Forces and
"Military requirements of the *clony of
"Western Australia."
"An Act, to extend( and regualote the

"Liability of Employers to make Oomnpen-
"sation for Personal Iuree su fred by
Worme in their Service."
" An Act to umund the Law relating to

"Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, and
"to provide for- International and Inter-
"colonial rrneetwihrgadto the

"same."
" An Act to confirm certain Rap end it are

"for the Half-year ending 30th June, One
"thousand eight hundred and ninety-three."

" An Act to amend the Law of Evidence
"with reference to Blankers' Books."

"An Act to authorise the Closing of a,
"certain portion, of Stirling Street, in the
"Town of Fremantle."

"1Government House, Perth. 10th Oc-
tober, 1894."

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

MESSAGE PROM THE GOVERNOR.

The following Message was received
from His Excellency the Governor-,

"In accordance with the requirements
of Section 67 of 'The Constitution Act.

1889.' the Govenv recommends that an
approlpriation be made out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, for the purpIose
of' a Bill intituled ' An Act to further
amend the Law relatiug to Pulic( Ele-
mentary Education.'

" Government House, Per-th, October
16th, 1894."

STOCK ROUTE FOR LIVE STOCK AND
SUPPLY OF MEAT TO METROPOLIT AN
ANID GOLDFIELDS MARKETS.

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

MR. RICHARDSON: In rising to
move, "That in the opinion of this As-
sembly the recommendations of the Select
Committee on the question of facilitating
meat supply to metropolitan and gold-
fields markets by land and sea should
lbe adopted," I do not think it is no-
cessarv to detain the House for any
length of time, because the report of
the committee, with the evidence at-
tached, will speak for itself. I how'
that members, if they have not already
P_-erused that evidence, will consider it
worth while to do so. They will find that
the questions there dealt with are of very
great importance to nil sect-ions of the
community. They not only concern pro-
ducers, who are a numerous and important
class, bult also consumers, who are a still
larger and more important class. The
recomiiendations of the committee, if
nadopted, will no doubt involve a consider-
able expenditure of public money; at the
same time the committee were firmly
of opinion - and I think the House
will also be of olpinion-tbat it would
be ab justifiable outlay of money, and
that the beneficial results to the Comn-
niunity would be com mensurate with evena
a greater outlay of money, because there
can be no doubt that with increased
facilities for obtaining fat stock from
the- North, both 1)y land and sea, the cost
of meat to consumers would be consider-
ably reduced. I think if that object can
be attained, it is well worth the expendi-
ture of a, considerable stun of money to
bring it about. The committee are of
opinion that this would be the result if
their recommendations are carried out.
The committee have also touched upon
the question of cold storage and the
establishment of public abattoirs, and
they are of opinion that the conclusions
they have arrived at. will, if given effect

Stock Borde. 1099
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to, result in a great saving to the com-
munity, by enabling them to purchase
meat of a, better quality at a lower price
than at present. I beg to move the
resolution standing in my name.

MR. SOLOMON:- It gives me much
pleasure to support the motion. I think
the suggestions of the committee, if car-
ried out, will tend to do a great deal of
good; and I think the thanks of the
House and of the country are due to the
members of the committee for the manner
in which they have carried out their duty,
and also for the elaborate report they
have placed before the House.

Motion put and passed.

REMOVA-L OF DREDGE FROM CANNING
TO PERTH.

DREDGING PERTH WATER.

The House went into committee for
the consideration of the following Mesage
received frown the Legislative Council:
"Mr. Speaker,

"The Legislative Council has this
"day passed the following resolution, in

"6which it requests the concurrence of the
"1Legislative Assembly, viz. -' That in
"1the opinion of this House it is desirable
-that the Government dredge now work-

ing at the Canning River should he
"removed to Perth water, and used for
"the purpose of deepening Perth water,

"as soon as possible.
"Oo. SnENToir,

"1President.
"Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,

"9th October, 1894."
Tan PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

moved that the resolution of the Legis-
lative Council be agreed to, with the
omission of the last word, "1possible," and
the insertion of the word "1practicable "
in lieu thereof. He did not know why
they should have been asked to assent to
the motion at all; the matter had already
been before the House, and the Govern-
ment had expressed their intention to
remove the dredge to Perth as soon as it
had finished the work on which it was
now engaged. It was no use leaving this
work half finished. He did not attach
very much importance, himself, to this
dredge coming to Perth at the present
time, unless they were prepared to spead
a great deal in connection with this
reclamation work, besides deepening the

river. The mere presence of the dredge
would not be of much benefit to the
city. When they were prepared to
deal with this question of reclamation,
and had the money to carry it out, no
one would be more glad than himself to
deal with it. But he dlid not see why
they should be so eager to get this dredge
to Perth at present. It was a poor
machine at the best; still the Govern-
ment would do what they could with it.

POINT OP ORDER.

Mn. R. F. SHOIL: Sir-as this reso-
lution involves the expenditure of public
money, I ask your ruling as to whether
it is in order that such a resolution
should come to us from the Legislative
Council. I think it is about time we had
some definite ruling as regards the right
of the other House to pass resolutions
involving the expenditure of public
money. For my own part, I do not see
why the other Chamber should not have
that power, but I believe it is not in
accordance with parliamentary procedure;
and the sooner we have some authori-
tative ruling on the point the better.

Mn., A. FORREST:- The question raised
by the hon. member for the Gascoyne is
one I should like to see settled once for
all. The way these resolutions come to
us now suggests that we in this House
should change places with the Upper
House, as the members there seem to me
to claim the right to interfere with the
expenditure of public money in almost
every form. What right have they to
send resolutions to this House involving
the expenditure of public funds, when
this House is supposed to be the guardian
of the public purseP

Mn. JAMES: With regard to this par-
ticular resolution, I may point out that
two years ago, £2,000, for the purpose of
reclaiming tihe river foreshore, was granted
out of public funds to the City Council,
and that money has not been expended,
because we have been waiting for this
dredge, which would enable the council
to do as much for £600 as they could
with the whole of the £2,000 without the
dredge.

Ma. SIMPSON: I think, before we deal
with this question at all, we should get
some authoritative ruling as to the status
of the other branch of the Legislature,
and its right to pass resolutions involving

Dredging Perth 'Water.[ASSEMBLY.]
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the expenditure of public money. I do
not suppose any sane man can imagine
that this dredge can be removed from
the Canning to Perth, and be employed
there in deepening the river, without in-
curring the expenditure of some money.
Therefore, I beg to ask the Chairman to
be god enough to rule whether this
resolution coming from the other House
is one which that House has a right to
send to us, having due regard to consti-
tutional practice.

Tan CHAIRMAN: So far as my know-
ledge enables me to judge, the resolution
is in order.

MR. SIMPSON: Then with all due
deference, sir, to your ruling, I should like
to have the point referred to the Speaker.

THE: CHAIRMAN: The hion. member
must make his objection in writing.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
There is nothing in it; it is too narrow.

MR. SIMPSON: I did not ask for the
ruling of the Premier. I think it may
save friction later on if we get the ruling
of the Speaker on this question. There
is a principle involved, and the Speaker's
ruling would be of value to us.

MR. RICHARDSON: I hardly think
this is a proper resolution to test the
question. It is merely an abstract reso-
lution. It cannot involve any expenditure
unless the Government chooses to act upon
it, and, even then, it is a question whether
the removal of this dredge to Perth would
involve any additional expenditure beyond
what it is costing to work it where it now
is. I admit it is desirable we should get
a ruling on this question of the rights
and privileges of the other House as
to initiating resolutions involving the
expenditure of public funds, but I do
not think this resolution is of suffi-
cient importance to raise that ques-
tion.

THER PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I think, myself, it is a harmless resolu-
tion. I do not wish to see the other
House infringing in any way upon the
rights of the Assembly, but I do not like
to look with suspicion at everything they
do or propose, and try to knock them
down on every occasion. It seems to me
the question involved in this resolution
is hardly of sufficient importance to
warrant us in raising the question of the
constitutional rights and powers of the
other House.

MR. SIMPSON: I rise to a point of
order. 1 submit that this discussion is
wholly irregular. If an objection is taken
to the Chairman's ruling, it must be taken
at once, and without discussion.

THE CHAIRMAN: Will the hon.
member himself please comply with the
rules of the House, and hand in his objec-
tion to my ruling, in writing?

Mr. Simpson having done so,
The SPEARER resumed the chair.
THE CHAIRMAN: Sir-I have to

report that a question has arisen in com-
mittee as to whether it is competent for
the Legislative Council to forward a reso-
lution to this House affirming the de-
sirability of removing the Government
dredge, now working at the Canning, to
Perth water. I have decided that the
resolution is not out of order. The hon.
member for Geraldton has objected to
my ruling, on the ground that the resolu-
tion involves the expenditure of public
money.

THE SPEAKER: If I understand the
question-and I think I do-I am of
opinion that the Chairman is right in his
ruling with reference to this resolution,
and for this reason: the expenditure that
would be caused if this resolution were
carried would not be expenditure out of
public funds, but expenditure of munici-
pal funds--of funds already granted to
the Perth municipality for the purpose
of making this reclamation. At the same
time, I should like to take this oppor-
tunity of stating that a resolution coming
from the other House, asking this House
to concur in it, and which could not be

gven effect to without the expenditure of
public money, would not be in order, Red
would be an infringement of the pnivi-
leges of this House.

The committee resumed.

DEBATE CONTINUED.

MR. A. FORREST said, the question
of privilege having been disposed of, he
thought the, resolution was a very proper
one, and that the sooner this dredge was
removed to Perth the better. The City
Council had applied to the Director of
Public Works, time after time, to help
them with the dredge, but the only
answer they could get was that he was
not in a position to let them have it then.
As had been pointed out, the council had
a sum of money granted to them for the

Removal of Dredge:
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purpose of reclaiming the river foreshore, I
but they could do nothing in the matter
until they got the dredge. This vessel
ight be doing good work at the Canning,

but it had been there for a long time,
and what was there to bring down from
the Canning, by river, after alli Per-
haps a little firewood. The railway would
bring down all the produce which the
district could grow. He therefore hoped
the Government would let the City Coun-
cil have the use of this dredge as soon as
possib~le, to help) them in removing what
was now an eyesore to the city.

MR. JAMES said there was a general
feeling, right or wrong, that the dredge
had been kept at the Canning far too
long, and that it was not doing such
useful work as it would do at Perth.
The summer was now approaching, and
the stench arising from the river fore-
shore during the hot. weather was a dis-
grace to the city; the site between the
two jetties became a plague spot, and
they wanted to wipe it out. He hoped
the Government would let them have the
dredge as soon as they possibly could.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hion.
S. Burt) said the City Council wanted the
dredge to wipe out a plague-spot, and of
course they wanted the Government to do
it. What would be the result if they got
this dredge to Perth? The City Council
would probably fill up this plague-spot
(a they called it) by making others that
would be a still greater plague-spot, or
perhaps bring the river mud and make
footpaths of it, like they did when they
had the dredge before, and made foot-
paths with the oyster-shells it brought
up. There was no eiid to the demands
of this body. The Government gave
them, in common with other munici-
palities, a subsidy of 10s. in the pound,
and then they wanted more. The Gov-
erment now proposed to give them £1
for every £1 they raised themselves, and
down it weiit like mother's milk with
them. The Government gave them £200
for this very work which they now wated
the dredge for, and, when they got the
dredge, they would want the Government
to work it for them. lie thought the
Government had better take over the
City Council next.

MR. RANDEIL said the dredge was
doing very _rood work and very necessary
work at the Canning, and it would be a

foolish thing to remove it until the work
was Completed. Meanwhile, he thought
the City Council might turn their atten-
tion to other malodorous spots in the city
itself, which required looking after quite
as much as the river foreshore. Hle
thought it would be better if they brought
the sand from the bill to fill up this
foreshore instead of river mud.

MR. R. F. SHOLL was surprised to
hear that the Government had paid £22,000
over to the City Couucil a couple of years
ago for this work. If that was the case,
he hoped the Government would see that
the expense of this work was defrayed by
the City Council when they got the dredge
down to Perth. He deprecated the action
of the Government in handing over a large
sum like £2,000 to the City Council when
they did not appear to want it, and instead
of spending it, boarded it up in the bank on
fixed deposit. There were plenty of other
municipalities that would have been glad
to get the money anid spend it on
necessary works. With regard to filling
up the river foreshore, he thought it
would be better if the dredge were
employed in deepening the river betweeu
Perth and Guildford and improving the
uavigation.

Motion put and passed as amended.
THE CHAIRMAN reported that the

committee had agreed to the following
resolution, viz.:- That in the opinion
of this committee it is desirable that the
Government dredge now working at the
Canning River should be removed to
Perth water, and used for the purpose
of deepening Perth water, as soon as
practicable.''

Report adopted.
Ordered-That a Message be trans-

mitted to the Legislative Council, inform-
ing them that the Assembly had agreed
to the foregoing resolution.

ERECTION' OF NEW HOUSES OF
PARLIAMENT.

PROPOSED APPOINTMENT OF A ROYAL

COMMISSION.

The House went into committee to
Iconsider the following Message received
from the Legislative Council:

' Mr. Speaker,
",The Legislative Council having this

"day p~assed the following Resolution: -
',That an Humble Address We presented

[ASSEMBLY.] Neir Parliament Houses.



Fario wnt ouss: 1? CT. 1S4.~Erection of. 1103

"to His Excellency the Governor, re-
" questing him to appoint a Royal Com-

mission, taken from the members of
"the two Houses of the Legislature, to
"consider and report upon the expediency
"or not of erecting new Houses of Par-
"liamtent; and, should the Commission
"report in the affirmative, then to advise
"upon the site, nature, and cost of the
"buildings required, and the accom-
-modation which should be provided'-
presents the same to the Legislative

"Assembly for its concurrence.
"n. SEENTON,

" President.
"Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,

"9th October, 1894."
TUE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

moved that the resolution of the Legis-
lative Council be agreed to.

POINT OF ORDER.

MR. TRAYLEN: I rise to a point of
order. Does not this r~solution come
under the same category as those which
His Honour the Speaker has just ruled
as being outside the province of the other
House to initiate, involving as it must
some expenditure of public money ?

TUE SPEAKER: I do not think this
resolution comes within that ruling. This
is simply a resolution asking for the
appointment of a Commission; and, Until
that Commission reports, there can be no
expenditure of public money in this
direction.

DEBATE RESUMED.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I have moved that this resolution be
agreed to, because it seems to me it would
be a wise action to take, to appoint a
Comnmission to report on this question of
the expediency of erecting new Houses of
Parliament. No doubt the present ar-
rangement is an inconvenient one. The
two Houses king separated. and not
even in the same street, there is not
that opportunity for intercourse between
members which is desirable, and for
members hearing the debates in either
House. It is the rule everywhere else to
have the two Houses together, which
necessarily must be more convenient, on
many grounds, than to have the two
chambers some distance apart from each
other. The resolution does not commit
its to any expenditure; the Commaission
will simply report, and we shall have an

*opportunity hereafter of considering their
report. I think it is very desirable we
should have this Commission appointed.
Several members have expressed their
opinion to mre that the Government
should have taken this matter in hand
before now. I do not think we are satis-
fied, many of us, with the present arrange-
ments, though I believe there are some
members who consider the present accom-
modation good enough. For my part, I
believe in making a country's Houses of
Parliament as convenient, as beautiful,
and even as splendid as possible, so that
those who enter them may regard them as
something like sacred ground, and be-
impressed with a certain amount of rever-
ence for their surroundings, and so behave
themselves. I know that has been the
impression created on my mind when I
have entered the halls of Parliament in
the old country. It is the same in Vic-
toria and other places, where those who
enter the Houses of Parliament cannot
fail to be impressed with their surround-
ings, and those who occupy seats in them
cannot fail to be impressed with the
dignity and the responsibility of their
position. I hope that when our funds
allow it we, in this colony, also shall have
Houses of Parliament of the very best
kind the country can afford. At the
Same time, I do not wish to go into any
unnecessary extravagance, or to build
more costly structures than we can afford.
This resolution has not emanated from
me, but I shall be glad, myself, if the
House approves of the appointment of
this Conmnission, to consider the matter.
I do not think anyone can object to that
course, because it will not commit us to
anything. Even if the Cormmission
reports in favour of the expediency of
erecting new Rouses, the carrying out of
their recommendation would have to de-
pend upon the state of our finances,
whether we embarked in any expenditure
in this direction or not.

MR. RICHARDSON; I rise to oppose
the motion in the very strongest manner
p)ossible. I think it is quite unnecessary.
It is treading very fast towards that goal
which I am afraid we are hurrying to-
that of wasteful and lavish expenditure
of public money; and the day is not far
distant when we shall regret it. We
ha8ve only' to look, round at some of the
other colonies if we want lessons and
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examples which it is not desirable for us to
copy in th is respect. In addition to that,
I cannot but think that the accommoda-
tion we have here at present is ample for
our requirements, both as regards con-
venrieneg, and -even all necessary comfort,
for years to come. It may be that they
have not too much room in the other
Chamber; still I think they hanve suffi-
cient. I do not think it will be said that
the accommodation now afforded prevents
us in any way from discussing and deal-
ing with questions of legislation to the
best of our ability, and as effectually as if
we were more splendidly accommodated.
I cannot but think, sir, that the proposed
step is one in the direction of unneces-
sary extravagance. Although it has been
said it commits us to nothing, I say it
does commit us to something; and once
you begin to go into plans and estimates,
and get hold of the idea that new Parlia-
ment Houses are necessary, there will be
no rest until we find ourselves launched
into this expenditure. I think the accom-
modation in this House, at any rate, is
quite as good, if not better, than what
they have in the mother colony, New
South Wales, with a population of over
a million. I know, when I visited the
Legislative Chamber in that colony a few
years ago, I was struck with the idea that,
in point of comfort and many other
respects--and I made the remark the
moment I entered it-our own chamber
is quite equal to theirs. And, if such a
chamber suits their purpose, with their
revenue running into millions, and a
population about fifteen times as big as
ours, I think we may well be satisfied
with what we have got for the present.
I do not suppose these new buildings, if
they are to come up to anything approach-
ing the Premier's idea, can be erected at
a cost of less than X25,000 or £30,000.

MR. SIMPSON: £80,000 more likely.
MR. RICHARDSON: I am putting it

at the lowest estimate, Can anyone say,
in the face of the tremendous demands
which the Premier is always telling us
are being made upon the revenue in all
directions for really necessary and useful
works, from all parts of the colony -
demands which, if our revenue were
double and treble what it is, we could
hardly expect to satisfy-can anyone say
that, at the present juncture, this House
would be justified in committing the

country to an expenditure of £230,000
upon new Houses of Parliament? I
hope we Shall give no encouragement to
any such idea, and that the Hous will
not seriously entertain this motion for a
moment, pointing, as it does, in the
direction of extravagant and unnecessary
expenditure.

MR. LEAXE: It is a pity that these
ideas did not strike the lion, member for
the DO Grey when we were considering
the Loan Bill. If they had, perhaps his
vote on that occasion would have been in
a different direction. I intend to support
the resolution. I think it is a good one.
The appointment of a Commission will
cost us nothing, and it may do good by
settling this question once for all. I
certainly would have been more pleased if
the resolution had also included within
the scope of the Commission's considera-
tion the question of the erection of a, new
Supreme Court House. It may very likely
happen that when this Commission comes
to consider the question of the best site
for Houses of Parliament, they may re-
commend the site of the present Supreme
Court building, and it will be necessary
then to remove this building and to erect
a fresh Court House somewhere else; and
if the Government can see their way to
amend this resolution so as to include a
new Supreme Court building as well as
new Houses of Parliament within the
scope of this inquiry I shall be happy to
support it. It must be advantageous to
have the two Chambers of the Legisla-
tun-e in touch with one another, and T
think it is very inconvenient to have the
two Houses so far apart as they are at
present. It could not be otherwise than
an advantage, under many circumstances,
if members of either House could con-
veiiiently attend the debated in the other
Chamber. It would probably tend to
remove many misunderstandings, and to
bring about a greater feeling of harmony;
and anything that would tend in that
direction is worthy of our support. I do
not think there is any necessity for a very
extensive building. Probably a chamber
as big as this would be sufficient for the
Assembly, and it seems to me that the
object in view could be attained without
any extravagant expenditure.

MR. A. FORREST: I shall oppose
this message from the Upper House.
This resolution is not put forward by the
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Government, awl it is for this House to
say whether we are prepared to expend
a large sum of money in building new
Parliament Houses at the present time.
I hardly think that with a population of
80,000 we would be justified in, spending
anything like £280,000 upon a Parliamnent
House. I have been in the Parliament
Houses of New South Wales and in the
Parliament Houses of South Australia,
and also in Victoria, and this chamber
seems to me just as comfortable and just
as convenient as any of them, considering
the numnber of members. Of course it is
not so grand as some of them; but I
think it provides all that is necessary.
No doubt. it would be an improvement if
the two Houses were together, but I do
not think we would be justified in in-
curring this large expenditure just for
the sake of baring the two Chambers
under one roof. I think we can well
afford to wait for many years to come
before we go in for this expenditure. It
will only be necessary to pro-vi de increased
accommodation when our numbers are
increased. When we have ten members
representing Coolgardie, and ten more
for time Murchison, and the samne number
for Perth and Fremiantle, and other
important centres' like Geraldton or
Albany, and we have about a hundred
members in the House, it may be neces-
sary to consider suclra resolution as this.
But, with the present numnber of members,
I do not think we would be justified in
spending thousands of pounds in building
new Houses. If we pass this resolution
-we are virtually admitting that there is a
necessity for building new Houses of
Parliament; but I do not think that
necessity has arisen. The Government,
I am sure, are only agreeing to this pro-
posal of the -Upper House just for the
sake of humiouring them. I do not
believe the Premier is really in accord
with it. I amn sure hie would rather have
a. large surplus at his disposal than to
spend all this nioney in building Parlia-
mieat Houses just for the sake of building
them.

Mn. MORAN: I think if the capacity
of this chamber were compared with the
capacity of other Houses of Parliament,
it would be found that, according to the
numbei' of members, we have more room
here than they hiave in the other colonial
assemblk s. I have been in all of them,

and I consider this House compares ver *Y
favourably with them in its internal
accommodation. Externally it is not so
imposing, but within it affords ample
accommodation, anid will suffice for all
our requirements for many.years to come.
Moreover, I ami opposed to this resolution
on this ground:- in a young country like
this our first duty is to attend to the
immediate wants of the country in the
way of developing its resources, and if
wve have money to spare there are plenty
of necdssary and urgent public works on
which we can spend it-none more so,
perhaps, than water supply on our gold-
fields.

MRT. ILLjINGWORTH:I. I admit that
the existing arrangement has all the
disadvantages that the Premier has re-
ferred to, and I also admit the advantages
to be gained by bringing the two Houses
together-which are much greater pro-
bably than people imagine. But then
comes the question, are we justified in
committing the country to this large
expenditure? This building existing, as
it does exist, and being quite sufficient for
present requirements, are we justified in
incurring this expenditure to attair'these
particular advantagesP I have no hesi-
tation in saying that we are not justified
in spending the funds of this colony at
the present stage of its existence, and
with the present building available, in
erecting flew Parliament Houses. There
ia another reason for putting off this
question. I have always held, ever

I since I came to Perth, that: the proper
site for new Parliament Houses is at
that cud of St. George's Terrace where
the present Barracks stand. I badh
the temerity once to suggest through
the columns of a newspaper that that
is the proper and natural site for
such a building, and I was immediately~
met by a considerable amount of re-
proacli. Did I want to turn out the!
poor old pen sioners ? Well, no. I think
if we just quietly wait until the whole of
these worthy old pensioners are dead and
gone, that will be just about the right
time to consider this question of building
new Parliament Houses. Certainly there
is no necessity at the present time to
spend the public funds in this direction.
When we look at the requirements of our
country distridts, when we look at the
lack of conveniences and facilities which
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a large numnber of our population have to
put up with, and die many disadvantages
and even hardships they are placed
under for the want of these facilities, and
the heavy burden of taxation they have
to bear, I think it would be most dis-

ouraging, and almost heartrending, to
these people to hear that the Parliamnent
of the country proposed to spend the
money of the country in building a pala-
tial edifice for its members, while the
really pressing wants of the coutry re-
mnained iuattended to. I shiall certainly
oppose this resolution. While I am on
my feet, I wish to state, with all due
deference to the ruling of the Chair, that
I look upon the resolution as a, very dan-
gerous one, coming from the source it
comes from. I believe the Speaker was
perfectly right in his ruling; at the same
time, I think this House should look with
the gravest suspicion upon motions of
this kind emanating from another place,
and coming as they do perilously near to
infringing the constitutional righlts and
privileges of the popular Chambear.

MR. STMPSQN : I shall certainly offer
my most strenuous opposition to this
resolution. It has been said that it coent-
mits us to nothing. If it commits uts to
nothing, what is the use of it? I take
it that if we affirm this resolution we an-
committing ourselves, at any rate, to this:
that it is desirable at the present to con-
sider the desirability of erecting new
Houses of Parliament. I don't know
whether it can he said that means nothing.
The Premier says lie has been informed
by several members that they thought
the Government ought to have taken this
matter in hand before now. I do not
dispute thie word of the Premier for a
minute, but I do not think. they were
members of this House who could have
told him no. We know this idea, has not
originated in this Chamber. So far ats I
know, the feeling of members here is that
the present accommodation in this House
is ample, and, so far as I know, the
accommtodation in another place is also
sufficient for the number of members who
,attend there. I do not knlow whether it
can be said that in their own private
residences the members of that chamber
are surrounded with the gorgeous acces-
sories which they deem necessary for the
due and proper consideration of questions
of State policy as presented to them in,

their Legislative chamber. I do not
know whether they feel that they are
unable to do justice to the momentous
questions which they are good enough to
transmit to us for our consideration, in
the modest chamber they now occupy.
after being habituated to the slpleu-
dours and elegances of their private
existence. But I do know that this
country has more urgent demtands upon
the public Treasury than the erection of
new Parliament Houses. It is anl in-
controvertible fact that no Parliament
House in Australia has been built wvithin
40 per cent. of the estimated cost. We
have only to look for proof of that to
that magnificent pile in Melbourne, that
monument of extravagance, that grave-
yard of the hopes of the people, where
the miere fencing surrounding it cost the
people of that unhappy country some-
thing like £C26,000. We see. it also in that
mnagnificent building on MarblefHill, which
houses the collective wvisdom of die sister
colony of South Australia. Strange to
say, the oldest colony of the lot has been
content up to this day to transact its
legislative business in the same modest
chamber that has served them for the
last sixty years. The Premier says that
the Parliament Ho6 ses of a country
should be suchi as to impress everyone
who enters them with a kind of reveren-
tial awe, as if they Were some sacred fame.
He wants to have the]" suffiecintly
splendid and ornate as to almost strikec
terror into the mind of any, ordinary
mortal, and to make the liveliest larrikiui
behave himself. For my own part, I
would sooner make one to assist in making
a splendid statute book than a splendid
building.

Tn PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I don't think you will do that.

Me. SIMPSON: I dare say the hon.
memiber for Bunbury and myself entertair
.a mutual estimation of our possibilities
in that direction. I can only aay that ii
I have the honour of holding a seat iE
this House for many years to come, I wit
never assist the hon. rommber for Bunbur.
in putting on the statute book suchE
measure as this. I know it is said-and
there is at good deal in it -that tim
characteristics of a people may be large3
determined by the character of theji
architecture. 'But I do not think tha
even that consideration would justifya

Erection of.[ASSEMBLY.)



Parliament Houses: [7OT,19. rcino.10

colony of 80,000 people (the population
of a medium-sized town) in spending
£50,000-and, with the cost of the site,
it wvill run into that, or very nearly-in
providing its legislators with Houses of
Parliament, when we already have IL
chamber that will supply all our require-
meats, for many years to come. Legisla-
tion which has accomplished the greatest
benefits for these Australian communities
has been framed in chambers that were
not expensively adorned, but by mnen
whose muinds were an ornament to their
respective assemblies; and, for my part.
I think we should look more to the mental
accomplishments of the men who adorn
our legislative chambers than to the
splendour of their architecture.

Mu. SOLOMON: When we look
around this Assembly and see the num-
ber of comfortable seats here, capable of
accommodating a much larger number of
members than are in average attendance
during the session, I think we can see at
on1ce that there is no necessity whatever
at the present time to go into any expendi-
ture, in the way of providing new Houses
of Parliament. I am- surprised some-
what that such a resolution should have
emanated from the other Chamber, for
this reason: it was only the other day
they sent back to us the Loan Bill with
two important itemns struck out of it,
because they thought the colony could
not afford them. If they thought the
i-ountry was not in a position to undertake
these necessary works for the develop-
muent of its resources, I think they ought
to have hesitated before initiating a
measure of this kind, involving a large
expenditure upon ni entirely unproductive
work.

Tun DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon1. H. W. Vean): Just a
few words before the motion is put. I
do not think members could have under-
stood the Premier, if they understood
that hie was advocating the expenditure
of this money at present. It was simply
to get sonic ideas on the subject, from a
body duly appointed to make inquiries
into the question. It might be 10 or it
might be 20 years before those ideas are
carried out. If the Premier had advo-
cated that this expenditure should be
incurred at once, I do not think he
would have carried many members with
him,-he certainly would not have car-

ried me, because I would be abso-
lutely opposed to it, for if there is one
thing I dislike above all others it is
to put a lot of money into bricks
and mortar. [A laugh.] Members may
laugh. I do not care how much you
put in railways, or roads and bridges,
or other works for the development of
the country. [MR. SIMPsoN: And agri-
cultural halls.] Yes, agricultural halls.
But directly you do it, mnerely for the
sake of embellishing your towns, I think
it is time to stay your hands. I do not
think the time has yet arrived for a large
expenditure up)on expensive Parliamen-
tary buildings, but I think it would be
wise if this House were to vote £5,000 or
£27,000-certainly, it would not require
more than £10,000-for putting up an
Upper Chamber adjacent to this chamber,
which would settle this question for the
next fifty years. We may depend upon
it, it will not be settled until something
is done, now that the question has begun
to be agitated. I see no grave objection
to the appointment of this Commission,
but I would not give my support to any
indefinite expenditure of money upon
ornamental buildings, such as Parliament
Houses in this colony, for some consider-
able time to come. We have a very large
territory to deal with, and no one knows
better than myself that we want a very
great deal inore than we can afford at
present to develop that territory, without
spending money in mere adornment.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: It is certainly
quite refreshing to hear the Director of
'Public Works saying he is opposed to
spending money in bricks and mortar.
I am very pleased indeed to find that he
has turned over a new lea in this respect,
and that we may expect that the money
voted by this House for works and build-
ings will, in future, be spent in a more
economical mianner than it has in late
years. As to the resolution now before
us, thmis Chiamber, I think, is likely to
provide us with sufficient accommodation
as a Legislative Assembly for many years
to come. The public miay be a little
cramped for space in the galleries behind
here, but when we look in front of us
and see that large gallery provided for the
accommodation of the reporters, I think
a portion of that might be partitioned
off for the use of the public. I think
there is more room in that gallery than
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is required for the reporters. I quite
understand and recognise that it is netese-
sary they should not be interrupted, but
I think a portion of the gallery might be
set apart for the gener *al public without
inconveniencing the reporters. I think
the question of building new Houses of
Parliament might then remain in abey-
ance until we required more accommomda-
tion. But if this question is to be
considered at all, I take it that the
question of erecting a new Supreme
Court House will also have to be con-
sidered. We have seen the necessity for
this within the last week, when we had
two Judges waiting, for days, to go on
with work which they could not attend
to, because the criminal sessions occupied
the only available court room in the
present building. Therefore, if the House
were to agree to the appointment of this
Commission, I think it would be well to
refer this other question to the same
Commission.

Motion put, and negatived on the
voices.

Ordered that a, message be transmitted
to the Legislative Council, informing it
that- the Assembly had considered thle
resolution, and was unable to agree to it.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMEN'r BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tim PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Sir-In rising to move the second readi-
ing of this Bill, I propose to read for the
information of members a menmoranduni
from the Minister of Education with
regard to it, which I think will better
explain the object of the Bill than any
words of explanation I could offer. He
save:

1. For Several years past liononrable mem-
bers of Parliament have drawn the attention
of the Government to the miserable pay re-
ceived by many of the teachers in our
Government Schools. Since I have had con-
trol of the Education Department I have
inquired into this subject, and an' satisfied
that the complaints are well founded. ra order
to attract a superior class of teacher to, and
retainl our best teachers in, the Service, it is
apparent that the remuneration must be con-
siderably increased. At present the expendi.
hire on Government Schools is limited by the
Act of 1877 to .£3 109. for each scholar, and
until this limit is extended the financial con-
dition of the teachers cannot be improved, and
the efficiency of the schools must necessarily

suffer. The amendment embodied in Clause 2
of the Bill extends the miaximumu to £4 109.,
which, I think, wvili be sufficient for all per.
Poses.

It should be remembered that many of our
schools in outlying and sparsely populated
districts number only from 15 to 20 children,
and to enable the claster or mistress to live
respectably, and to enjoy the ordinary com-
forts of life, entails an expenditure exceeding
even the proposed maximum allowance, thus
reducing the amount available for larger
schools.

2. Claus 2 of the Bill also proportionately
increases the amount payable to Assisted
schools. Although not so expressly stated, yet
it is evident that the Legislature always in-
tended to allot to these schools one-half the
sumn per heoad allotted to Government schools.
In the Act of 1871 the respective sums were
X02 10s. for Government, and .01 5s. for Assisted
schools. The former amount being found in-
sufficient, the Act of 1877 was passed, raising
it to Xs 10s., and at the sme time thle maxi-
mum for Assisted schools was proportionately
increased to £ft159~.

Assisted schools are part of the public school
system of the colony, and it seems to we it
would be unjuht to the denominations to which
they belong, and be placing the scholars at a
disadvantage, were we to increase the effipi-
ency of the purely Government schools without
proportionately increasing their efficiency.

3. Clause 3, 4,5, 6, 7, and 8 deal with conm-
pulory attendance. Under the repealed sec-
tions of the Act of 1871 each District Board is
enmpowvered to make regulations with respect
to enforcing attendance of children at schools,
with the result that some Boards exerise the
powers conferred on theni, others do nothing;
the regulations differ, and it is difficult to
enforce them. It is now proposed to relieve
the Boards of the unpleasant duty of compel-
ling attendance, and leave the matter in the
Minister's hands, who is empowered to appoint
the necessary officers, and to summon parents
in default. Clauses 4 and 6 enact that every
child,hetwecn 6 and 14 mnust attend school, if
there is one within the respective distances
mentioned, unless reasonable excuse be shown;
and Clause (I defines the penalties for neglect
and the mode of procedure; but this clause
will only apply to such districts as, the Governor
may direct.

S. H. PARKER.
15-10-9 k

I think that minute very clearly and coa-
cisely explains the whole scope of the Bill,
and, without further words on my part, E
beg to mnove the second reading.
M. SIMPSON: I hope that, in the

face of that important minute from the
Minister of Education, which no doubt is
the result of the gravest consideration,
based upon the weightiest of reasons and
the experience of the officers of the de-
partment, the Government will offer no
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opposition to the adjournment of this
debate until to-morrow, so that members
may have an opportuni ty of peru sing and
considering the minute, which cannot fail
to be of great assistance to the House in
dealing with this important question. I
move that the debate be adjourned until
the next sitting of the House.

Question put and passed.
Debate adjouirned accordingly.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

This Bill was further considered in
committee.

Clause 5-Provisions of disqualifying
clauses in the principal Act not to appl1y
in certain cases:

Debate resumed on the motion to strike
out the clause.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said that on
the second reading be expressed his con-
viction. that there were grave and serious
difficulties and dangers in the way of
passing this clause; and he thought the
discussion in committee had shown that
those dangers were greater than were
anticipated on the second reading of the
Bill. There was too much scope alto-
gether under this clause for such manipu-
lation of Government contracts as would
lead to very serious complications, if not
dishonesty, in connection with these con-
tracts. That some relief was required,
and that a Bill of this kind was neces-
sary, he thought members generally were
prepared to admit. In other countries
the final decision of questions arising
under the disqualifying clauses in the
Constitution Act was left to the Elections
Qualifications Committee, which commit-
tee was in a position to deal with every
case on its merits, without refer-ence to
the Supreme Court. A member might
commit a breach of the Standing Orders,
or of the disqualifying clauses, in perfect
innocence, or in good faith, yet, when the
bare facts came to be placed before the
Court, the offending member must go
down, according to the strict letter of the
law. He did not think it was ever in-
tended, under any British Constitution,
that a member who in the ordinary course
of business supplied a depiartment of the
public service with a bag of chaff, or a
policeman on the road with a meal, or
his horse with a feed of corn, should

be persecuted and liable to - a heavy
penalty. Yet, when the case came to be
dealt -with coldly on the facts and accord-
ing to the strict letter of the law in the
Supr-enme Court, it was difficult to see
how a member could escape, as the law
now stood, Ha did not think that House
desired, nor did he think it was ever
intended uinder any of our Constitution
Acts, that members should be left open to
this kind of persecution. At the sme
time he thought the present clause was
open to serious objections. What he
should like to see adopted was sonmc such
provision as this : that no action or other
legal proceeding should lie against any
member of Parliament for any violation
of the 24th and 25th sections of the
Constitution Act alleged to have been
committed before or during the present
session of Parliament. He would move
a clause to that effect for the distinct
purpose of protecting a member of the
House against whom am action was thien
pending. He said that openly. He did
not wish to go round the corner, or go
beating about the bush. He was not in
the habit of concealing his motives, and
lie had no hesitation in saying that there
was not an atom of good faith about
these proceedings. He had occasion in
another colony to take part in the passing
of a similar resolution, having for its
object the dealing with two members who
had inadvertently broken the Consti-
tution Act; and, when the House was
satisfied that a member had not broken
the spii-it of the Act, but broken it in its
technical meaning, he thought it was
very much bettor to pass a resolution
to that effect., rather than passing a
clause like this, so dangerous, so sweeping,
and open toso many objections. Each case
should be left to take care of itself in the
future. When those who were tempted
to bring actions of this kind found
that the House would not allow its mem-
bers to be unnecessarily harassed and
oppressed, and, if necessary, would pass
a distinct resolution to protect them
from such persecution, these kind of
actions would stop. It was much better
to make a declaration upon each in-
dividual case, upon its merits, rather
than to place on the statute book a
sweeping clause like this, full of dangers
and full of temptation. He did not know
whether he should carryj the House with
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him in the matter, but that was his

opinon. If the majority of members
thought otherwise, and were against him,
of course he would have to go down. In
the meantime hie wvouldi support the
motion to strike out the clause.

-At 6'30 pim. the CHAIRMAN left thle
chair.

At 7,30 pmm. the CHAIRMAN resumed
the chair.

MsI. ILLINGWORTH (continuing his
remarks on Clause 5) said he would like
to have seen an amendment which would
deal directly with the special case that had
anisen, and he nderstood that sonic boni.
member had such an amendment to pro-
pose. It appeared that an hon. member
of this House had been requested, by the
Bureau of Agriculture, to lprillt a llaper.
Would it strike anyone that, in printing
thle paper, that lion. member was in-
fringing the law which prohibited any
member from undertaking a contract
with the Government?' The first ques-
tion was whether the Agricultural Bureau
was in connection with the Government
at all. It would not necessarily occur to
an hon. member, when asked by such a
body to do work or supply goods, that
the Bureau was connected with the
Government at all. There was sufficient
in that one point to show that the l1011.
member in question had unwittingly,
if at all, broken the law, lie (Mr.
Illingworth) was in ab position to say
that, in this ease, the lion, Member
took the precaution to consult a solicitor
by asking the straight question: "Would
it be a, breath of the Act to print this
paper for thle Bureau ?" And the reply
was: " No." So that the bon. member
had not only no desire to infringe the
Act, but took legal advice in reference to
the question. Therefore, if this House
was now in a position to protect an houn.
member who might have offended unwit-
tingly against the law, the House would
not be going far from its duty by protect-
ing him in this Bill. For himself, he
would have been disposed to) propose
such an amendment now, if this were the
only case of the kind; but he felt certain
that, not only in this House, but in
another place, a number of members had,
unwittingly, infringed the strict conditions
gf the Act. Therefore, this House ought

to lay it down as a principle that, although
members had to go to the Supreme Court
in such cases, under the Constitution Act,
this House would do what it could to
protect its members from harassing and
vexatious actions at law. Such an action
might absolutely ruin anl hon. member.
He was aware, for instance, that the
Honourable the Speaker of this House
had been engaged in anl arbitration
case; and, if taken into the Supreme
Court, the chances were that the
verdict would be against the Speaker
on the question of infringing the strict
letter of the Act. He was aware also that
a memlber in another place bad supplied
goods to the Government, not with thle
intention of influencing them in the
smallest degree, or of giving them special
favours, but in theordinary course of trade;
yet;. tinder a strict interp)retation of the
Act, a penalty might be enforced in thle
Supreme Court. If this House were to
pass a resolution for dealing with these
eases, as he suggested, it would show the
intent and feeling of the House to protect
its menibers fronm harassing and vexatious
actions; and he contended that this course
wvould be, better than to p)lace onl the
statute boo0k such a dangerous provision
as that contained in Clause 5. It would.
under the circumstances, be better to
introduce a particular clause affecting the
special case. He hoped the cornjittee
would agree to strike out Clause 5, with a
view to inserting some oilier clause deal-
ing with the particular case referred to.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Honl.
S. Burt) said the question before the
committee was the striking out of Clause
5. When moving the second reading of
the Bill, be had stated there were cases
of hardship for which, in the opinion of
the Government, it was desirable to
grant relief, hut that there was a distinct
danger, when dealing with the question,
in opening the door a little too widely v
and so enabling that to take place which
hion. members desired to preclude. Hle
had invited the attention of the committee
p)articular~ly to this clause, with a view to
obtaining suggestions for arriving at some
method of granting relief to these cases
of hardship, while not opening the door
to corruption; hut he had been dis-
appointed in not hearing suggestions for
a better clause. On coming to the Hooise
that evening, he had intended to ask the
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committee to allow this clause to be
withdrawn, and leave the law as it stood.
It might be said that, in a case of slight
infringement, no one would be bold
enough to prosecute, or that, if a prosecu-
tion took place, this House wvould be
disposed to grant an indemnity. Still,
by touching tie section in the principal
Act, the danger was so great that, on
reconsideration of the question, the Gov-
erment preferr~ed to leave the enactment
as it stood. It would be better, as the
hion, member for Nannine had said, to
consider any particular case that arose,
and apply a remedy to it, if necessary.

Question put and passed, and the clause
struck out accordingly.

clause 6.-No action to lie against
officials of either House:

MR. JAMES asked whether, if an action
were brought against a constable who
might be called upon, under a warrant,
to assist officers of either House, the
section in the Police Act would cover
such at case? In protecting officers of
either House, the protection should 1)0
extended to constables when called in to
assist.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
the words " or any member of the police
force " be inserted after the word " Par-
liamnent," in line 4.

AmendIment put and p)assed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
New Clause:
MR. A. FORREST moved that the

following new Clause be added to the
Bill:-"' No action or other legal pro-
" ceeedings shall lie against any member
" of Parliament for any, violation of
"Sections 24, 25, and 82 of the CoK-
"stitution Act, 1889, alleged to be comn-
mnitted either before or during this
"present session of Parliament."

MR. LEAKE directed the attention of
the Attorney General to the words," this
present session of Parliament."

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hen.
S. Burt) said lie intended to suggest an
amendment.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he thought the Government had
acted rightly in withdrawing Clause .5,
because, although the intention of the
clause was good, in protecting a person
who inadvertently infringed the law, yet
the provision was too wide, and might be

used in at way not now contemplated.
Still it was very unsatisfac'tory that mem-
bers should be liable to be persecuted-for
it was nothing else in a small community
like this-for having unwittingly brought
themselves within the reach of a mis-
chievrous action at law. No doubt the
same kind of difficulty had been expe-
rienced elsewhere, but he was not aware
that a6 remedy had been found elsewhere.
The Government had given the matter
much thought, and, not having succeeded
in providing a remedy, they must leave
the law as it stood. With regard to the
new clause flow proposed, for covering
all past breaches of the kind referred to,
lie did not think these had been numerous,-
although there might be cases in which per-
sons had unwittingly entered into some ar-
rangemeent which would make them liable
to an action. In regard to the case men-
tioned by the lion, member for Nannine,
a few days ago he (the Premier) had an
opportuinity of learning the facts, which
had rcfercnce to the printing and pub-
listing of The Journal of the Bureau of
/tqr~c,!/iure. He did not know bow the
complainant would be able to show that
the Bureau was the Government, though
that would have to be done before the
action could succeed. He would put the
committee in possession of the facts, so
that hon. members might judge whether
the lion. member who undertook to print
that Journal thought he was or was not
dealing with the Government. He (the
Premier) was not aware, until he received
a copy of the Journal, that it had been
printed. No representation had been
made to him by the Bureau, except some
tune previously in submitting their esti-
fiate of exp)enditure as to how they
prop~osed to spend the money. He believed
there was in the estimate-though he
was not sure-something about printing
and distributing information. But he
had no idea, until hie saw the journal
printed, that the Bureau was engaged in
publishing it. Certainly, it never occ-ur-ed
to him that the Government were respell-
sible or liable for that produhction. The
Government had nothing whatever to
do with it, except that they provided
the funds generally for the -use of the
Bureau, the funds being voted by this
House. It seemed to him that if
ever there was a case in which an
lion. member unwittingly brought him-
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sell within range of an action, this
was, one, because it was not thought by
the Government that they were in any
way responsible for the publication of
that paper. The Government did not
edit it, nor did they see it before publica-
tion, nor had they anything to do with
the printing or publishing of it. The
new clause would not cover the other
cases, which must be left to themselves;i
but, in regard to the particular ease,
seeing that the paper was, published by
an independent Board, which managed its
business in its own way, the Government
not seeing any details, and not exercising
any supervision over the Board's opera-
tions, he was at a loss to see how it could
be shown that the printing of this paper
was a contract with the Government. lIf
that could be shown, then he thought it
Housd ertily be a ease in which this

Hueshould step in and protect the
hon. member from the consequences of
his having unwittingly infringed aL provi-
sion in the Constitution Act.

Mu. A. FORREST said he wished to
submit the new clause in an altered formi.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
New clause:
MR. A. FORREST said the altered

form of the new clause, which he pro-
posed should be added to the Bill, was as
follows: - "1No action or other legal
".proceedings shall lie or be further
"maintained or continued, if already
",commenced, against any member of
"Parliament for any violation of sections

" 24, 25, or 32 of the principal Act, alleged
" to have been committed before the
" passing of this Act."

MR. JAMES said he wished to insert
a proviso with reference to costs incurred
in any action up to the date of the passing
of this Bill. He moved, as an amend-
mneat, that the following proviso be added
to the proposed.new clause :-l"Provided

"that this section shall not be pleaded by
"or be any avail in any present action or
"proceeding, unless the defendant in such
"action or proceeding shall first pay or
"express his readiness to pay the taxed
"costs of the action to the date of such
"plea." He said it was hardly fair to
adopt legislation which would practically
penalise a man who bad commenced an
action. If the defendant in the par-
ticular case wanted to avail himself df
this retrospective legislation, the least

that should be done was to place the
complainant in the, same position as
before he commenced the ac:tion. If
the par-ties fought out the action on
its mnerits, there would be no need to
plead this clause; but if it was pleaded,
the -eomplaiiaat. should not thereby be
penalised.

Mn. SIMPSON said the question raised
by the new clause was too large to be
disposed of in a few minutes, He moved
that progress be now reported, and leave
asked to sit again.

Motion put and negatived.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Bait) said the proviso would hlit the
operation of the new clause, and the only
argument used b y the mnover was that
this House ought not to penalise the
complainant. But, in reply. who)m was
that man peiialising when hie brought the
action ?

MR. JA~ms: If the law allows it.
TuuF ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) said the law was not meant
to be strained; a very good law, but
capable of operating harshly and severely
in hard cases, such as that in view.
Indeed, this was a grossly hard care, and
there was not the slightest necessity, in
the interest of the morality of Parliament,
the purity of public life, and so forth,
to bring this action against the hon.
member for the Greenough, for having
printed The Journal of the Bureau oJ
Agricultre. There was, also, no excuse
for doing so. That action was commenced
for somne personal object-for a. bad object
-and the Act had been used for a bad
object. He would state that plainly and
openly, and he would be only too delighted
if the House could penalise a, person who
put himself in that position, and used
sections of the law which were designed
for a good purpose, but were being turned
to a bad purpose. That worthyI gentle-
man should be " hoist with his own
petard." To pass this proviso would be
playing into the hands of that gentleman,
who had made an improper use of the
law for his own bad purpose, and to serve
his personal ends. Could anyone believe
the complainant, in this case, was, serving
a good purpose by bringing this action?
Could any member of this House see
anything improper in the fact of this
paper for the Bureau being printed by a
member of Parliamecnt? Did such a
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thought cross the mind of anyone that
the Government were trying to bribe the
hon. member for the Greenough ? His
own belief, as a member of the Govern-
mit, had always been that the journal
was printed by Sands & McDougall.
Even those who might have noticed
the printer's name would not have suts-
peeted there was anything wrong, or that
the spirit of the particular section in the
Act was being invaded in the Slightest
degree. He affirmed that this action
could have been brought only to gratify
some personal spite;i and, that being so,
he took delight in the opportunity of
penalising such a person, and hoped this
House would always have the courage to
put down poeedings of thisa sort In ai
similar way Ho. ebesmi depn

upn it ht if any mmbr di nfig
the sirit of that Section, the law would be
left to take its course.

Question-that the proviso be added-
put, and division taken, with the follow-
ing result:-

Ayes..
Noes..

Majority
AYE.

Mr. Jnres
Mr. Lemke
Mr. Simpson (Tede).

3
.. .. 18

against ... 15
NOEs.

Mr. Dart
Mr. Connor
Mr, Cookworthy
Sir John Forret
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Harper
Mr. Ilnwo.rU,
Mr. Keep
Mr. Loto,,
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Paterson
Mr. B~ndefl
Mr. H. W. S1,olI
Mr. Solomon
Sir J. G. Lee Steer.
Mr. Venrn
Mr. Wood
Mr. R. F. Slioll (Telle).

Proviso negatived.
New clause put and passed.
New clause:
MR. IJEAKE moved that the following

new clause be added to the Bill :- "in
"the first line of the proviso to Section
"28 of the principal Act, the word
,"five' is hereby struck out, and the
"word 'six' inserted in lieu thereof."
He said the effect of this amendment of
the Act would be to provide for six
principal offices of State instead of five.
His (object was to separate the Mines
from the Lands Department, and he
hoped this important change would be
approved by the committee. The ad-

ministration Of the Mines business had
become of paramount importance, and if
it was to be administered properly and
impartially it would require the whole of
one man's time and energy, and should
therefore be Separated from the Lands
Department. Any one who had bad
transactions with the Mines branch must
be aware that the work was in arrear,
and that there was very little satisfaction
to be got out of the department. Al-
though it might be urged that these de-
fects could be remedied with more efficient
administration, yet hic said that, inefficient
Ias the present administration was,
it would be hardly fair to any adminis-
trator to be asked to manage these two
departments as one. There could be no
possible douht that the Mines Depart-
ment would be the largest, and was now
the largest, of all the departments. Look-
ing at the enormous amount of money that
was required for the administration of
mines, probably bon. members would
require time to; consider the question he
had raised, and, if so, progress might be
r-eported at this stage, in order that his
proposal might be thoroughly considered
and discussed at a future sitting. The
proposal was not a surprise, because be
had previously intimated his intention of
bringing it before the House, and this
appeared to be a proper time to do so.
It might be necessary, as a consequential
amndment, to provide a salary for an-
other Minister; but, if the principle were
affirmed, the House would r-eadily ac-
quiesce in the suggestion that the same
Salary should be paid to the Minister of
Mines as was paid to the other members
of the Executive.

Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) rose to a point of order, and
asked whether it was competent for the
hon. member to move this amendment of
the principal Act., which would have the
effect of adding another Executive officer
to those already existing. This addition
would necessitate a salary; therefore he
was inclined to think this motion could
not be made, unless first recommended
1), a message from the Governor. He
asked for the Chairman's ruling on the
point.

THE CHAIRMAN, having quoted Sec-
tion 67 of the S 'tanding Orders, said:
This proposal is certainly of the nature
of a resolution which will require the ex-
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penditure of money from the Consoli-
dated Revenue funds. I doubt whether
the hion. member can propose this as a
new clause, involving, as it does, an ex-
penditure.

MR. LEAKE: Rather than have any
contest about this new clause, I will
withdraw the proposal, if the Government
will consent to hold this Bill over until
the question has been considered by the
House in the form of a motion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I think it should not be mixed up with
this Bill.

MR. LEAKE: I do not question the
Chairman's ruling.

Motion ruled out of order.
Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments.

ESTIMATES, 1894-5.

IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed.
Crown Llaw, Officers, .£2,285:
Debate-resumed on Item 1--Crown

Solicitor, £650."
Mn. R. F. SHOLL said that unless a

satisfactory assurance was given by the
Government that the fees to the Crowji
Solicitor would be abolished, he should
move to reduce the item to £2500.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the new arrangement
did not include fees. The only fee lie
knew of was in connection with the Post
Office Savings Bank mortgages, and he
was not previously aware that the fee
appertained to this office. He thought
he could give an assurance that this fee
would in future go to the Treasury, and
not to the Crown Solicitor.

MR. RANDELL said the contention,
-when this vote was last under discussion,
was that the Crown Solicitor should de-
vote the whole of his time to the duties
of the office.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lion,
S. Burt) said the Government would
probably 1)e able to make some special
arrangement with the new Folder of the
office, by increasing the salary a little, to
devote the whole of his time to the duties
of the office; in other words, that he
should not be entitled to practise as a
barrister, apart from the Government.
A contract having been made with him,

it could not be broken at a moment's
notice; but he (the Attorney General)
had every reason to think a new contract
could be made, and that, for a considera-
tion, the new Crown Solicitor would be
willing to give up his private practice as
a barrister. If a little more salary bad
to be paid, lion. members must expect an
item to appear in the Supplementary
Estimates.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said it would be
better that the Crown Solicitor should
keep his hand in as a practising barrister.
Wh 'at he took exception to was the fees
accruing to the Crown Solicitor in the
event of an action being brought against
the Government, and the verdict being
given in favour of the Government, the
costs payable by the plaintiff then going
into the pocket of the Crown Solicitor.
He would withdraw his amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt), referring to Item 2, " Secretary,
£800," said the intention wats to fill up
this office when a suitable person could
be obtained. He had hesitated to appoint
to this office one who might be of no
practical uise, and he would rather go on
doing the work himself. He wanted to
get a man who would be a permanent
head of the office, so that with a change
of Ministry there might be a continuous
head of the office.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH, referring to
Item 7, "1Parliamentary drafting, X500,"
said £100 was voted last year, but not
expended. Now the amount was sud-
denly raised to £500. It would be better
to have a parliamentary draftsman.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the drafting of bills hither-
to had not been in the hands of any one
specially. The Attorney General was
responsible for the drafting, but was not
suppovsed todoit himself. It was nearly
all night-work. He had endeavoured to
keep this sual off the Estimates as long
as possible, but could not keep) it off
any longer. He found that in Adelaide,
two years ago, a parliamentary drafts-
man was appointed at a salary of about
£750, and the system being unsatis-
factory it was abandoned, and the
drafting was put out among the practi-
tioners. One lawyer might be most suit-
able to prepare a Bill on one subject, and
.another on a different subject, the At-
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torney General giving out the work and
being responsible for the manner in which
the drafting was done. He would rc-
cormiend the committee to sanction the
drafting being put out, and he thought
£500 would well cover the probable ex-
pense. He dlid not think that more thain
£300 would be expended, if so much, in
the coming year.

Vote put and passed.
Supremne Court, X4,288:
'AI. LEAKE said that No. 40 of the

Votes and Proceedings contained a reply
by the, Premier to a question put by him-
self. The question lie asked was- If it
is the intention of the Government to
increase the salaries of the Judges of the
Supreme Court ?" The Premier's reply
was:-", I am of opinion that questions
"of this kind by members who are prac-
"titioners of the Supreme Court, especi-
"ally when they have important cases
in Court in which the Government is

"concerned, are to bie deprecated. The
"Governor ]itns had the question under
"consideration, but no decision has yet
"been conic to in regard to the mnatter."

TnE CHAIRMAN said there was no-
thing about the salaries of Judges in the
vote before the committee.

MR. LEAKE said he would refer to all
the items. lHe wanted to refer to the
Premier's reply, which was distinctly a
blow below the belt, and ai direct infringe-
ment of the rules of this House. It was
a breach of parhiamentar ' decorum on
the part of the menmber for Eunhury,
who, of all others, ought to know better.
He would refer hon. members to clause
132 of the Standing Orders, referring to
the imputation of improp~er motives. It
was no stretch of language or imagina-
tion to say now that the Premier's reply
to his harmless question was distinctly
and highly disorderly, because, the reply
imputed to him personal, inprofessional,
and improper motives. It imputed to
him that be was capable of attempting
to influence the miinds; of the Judges of
the Supreme Court Bench; and, more-
over, it implied that those Judges we-e
capable of being influenced. It was at
long time since any reflection had been
cast on the Judges of the Supremie Court
by the leader of the Government.

THE Pnnnznp (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
If the hon. member is allowed to go on,
I can reply.

THE CHAIRMAN: I shall have to rule
that the hon. member for Albany is not
in order in referring to a matter that is
not before us. There is nothing in this
vote about the salary of the Judges. I
must rule the hon. member out of order,
on the ground that the salary of the
Judges is not before uis.

MR. LEAXE: Surely I can refer not
only to what is in the Estimates, but
what, in my opinion, ought to be in the
Estimates P It is open for any hon.
member to criticise the Government for
acts of omission as well as of commission,
and here I desire to criticise the Govern-
ment's acts of omission. I have had no
previous opportunity of discussing this
question and bringing it before the House.

THE CHAIRMAN: I must rule that
the matter is not before us. You can
bring it. forward in any specific manner
you think necessary; but you are now
out of order, and I ask you not to
continue.

MR. LEAKE: lain not at alastonished
at the Premier's objection. He does not
like to have his unconstitutional con-
duct referred to in this House; and I
am sorry that perhaps I cannot, without
infringinig the rules of this House, say
all I should like to say. But I do say
that the question r put to the Premier
at a previous sitting, in reference to the
salaries of the Judges, was put with the
idea of discussing the general adminis-
tration of justice in this colony.

Tits lPREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
It was not a motion; it was at question.

Mn. LEAKE: I1 know you want to
burke the question.

THE CHAIRMAN: If the bon. member
refers to me personally, I must ask him
to withdraw the words.

ME. LRAKE said lie did not refer to
the Chairnman. It would be in the inter-
est of the couinunity if thme Judges were
to travel about and ]told Courts of Assize
in different parts of the colony. The
question hie had previously put to the
Premier related to the advisability of the
Judges being required to do circuit work;
and it was not unreasonable to suppose
that if they dlid so they would require
some extra salary. He noticed that in
these Estimates no provision was made
for such increase in salary. One of the
principal arguments advanced when a
thli-d Judge was proposed was that the
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Judges should be able to go on circuit.
He -now urged on hon. members the
necessity of giving effect to that inten-
tion. In putting a question, one expected
a direct answer; but the answer he re-
ceived from the Premier--

Tnx Osuuwa said the hon. member
must not now refer to that incident.

MR. LEAXE said the Chairman had
ruled, the other evening, that members
might speak generally upon a vote before
passing items; but when he bad begun
to speak generally on this vote-

Tan CHAIRMAN said this vote did not
contain any item about Judges' sala-
ries.

MR. LEAKE said he would suggest
that the present courts presided over by
Resident Magistrates be abolished in as
many instances as possible, that the
magisterial salaries be reduced, and that
the Judges be directed to go on circuit
,uid try the criminal calendar in circuit
courts. The proper administration of
criminal justice, in particular, was in
many instances defeated, because the
magistrates adjudicating in the district
courts were unable to deal with serious
cases when these camne before them. If
any hon. member had had experience of
district courts, he must have been struck
with the unsatisfactory manner in which
justice was administered. As to the
Judges' salaries, the puisne Judges re-
ceived--

THE CHAIRMAN said the puisne Judges
were not referred to at all in this vote.

Mn. LEAXE said the Judges could
not be got to do this work unless they
were properly paid, and really the Judges
in this colony were the most underpaid
men in the Government service. If there
were a vacancy On the judicial bench
to-morrow, it could not be properly filled
up from the present Bar. As to the
Judges' A ssociates, or clerks, they had
been receiving the small eun i of £90 a
year, and the result was that these billets
were filled by law students, and they were
not sufficiently encourage"d to work them-
selves up efficiently. It would be better
if these salaries were on a sliding scale,
from £90 to £200 a year, and then com-
petent men might be got to fill the posi-
tions- The Judges were not competently
assisted. It might be again said he was
endeavouring to influence the Judges, but
he repudiated any such suggestion.

THE PREMiER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
They do not generally do it elsewhere.

MR. IJEAKE ventured to think that
such an answer as that given by the
Premier was never given in any other
place. Ron. members who occupied such
an important-position as that held by the
bon. gentleman generally knew ho-w to
behave themselves.

THn CHAIRMAN said that matter was
not before the committee.

Mr.. LEAIKE said he was speaking of
the intemperate interruption by the
Premnier; and surely it was the'duty of
every hen. member to comport himself
with proper dignity and decorum. They
were accustomed to address one another
as "hbon. gentlemen," and they should at
any rate try to deserve that appellation.
With regard to the Judges' clerks, lie
hoped the Attorney General would be
able to p~romise the matter would re-
ceive earnest consideration during the
recess. If it were possible for the
Government to submit to the House the
question of improving the present
Supreme Court House, he hoped they
would do so. There was very little
accommodation in the building. Only
a few days ago he beard a member of
the Ministry remrark how very inadequate
the accommodation was; and from the
bench the Judges had commented on the
difficulties and inconveniencies of their
position. It was pointed out to him,
the other day, that the Official Receiver
in Bankruptcy had to do his work in the
lamp room, there being no other room in
which to discharge his public duties.
An important case had recently to be
adjourned for five or six days, on account
of the inadequacy of that building which
should he termed the " Palace of Justice,"
though that term seemed to be a, ifis-
ihomer. As to the Premier's reply on a
previous occasion, he would speak at some
length at a future 'sitting. He had
thought, at the time, it was better he
should deliberate on the course he ought
to take.

Mni. JAMES hoped the Attorney
General woiild exercise some supervision
over the books obtained for the Law
Library, in order that those really
Ossential should be obtained. Great
num bers of reports that ought to be there
'were not there. A special vote might be
matde to obtain the reports.

Estimates, 1894-5.
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MR. R. F. SHOLL said too many
officers were attached to the Supreme
Court. What was the necessity for voting
£50 for extra clerical assistan~ce ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said there was a case of appeal,
Ogilvie n. Mortgage Agency Company, in
which numerous documents had to be
copied, and he had sanctioned the doing
of that work by a temporary clerk. The
item of £50 was to cover any extra, of a
like description.

Mn. RANDET2 L, referring to Item is,
"Circuit prosecutions, £300," asked if it

was intended that the Judges should go
on circuit?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron.
S. Burt) said that when the Judges did
go on circuit, the expenses were paid out
of this item. The cost of tryving aboriginal
natives, iii cases of murder, also came out
of this item.

MR. A. FORREST asked whether the
Judges travelled on circuit in the last
year.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) recollected only one recent
occasion at Geraldton, and one at Albany,
when circuit trials were held by Judges.
The expenses of witnesses, &c., were paid
out of this item.

Mn. R. F. SHOTJL said he had reason
to know that, when the Judges travelled,
their expenses came out of a different
vote altogrether- Travelling expenses of
officials."P

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said there were no travelling expenses of
officials in these Estimates, nor in last
year's Estimates either.

Mn. R. F. SHOIJL said that when
the appointment of a third Judge was
discussed, one of the main arguments
was that the Judges should travel on
circuit, and hie believed that, for a short
time, one of the Judges did travel; but
that seemed to have died out. When
one of the Judges was absent on leave
lately, 110 one was appointed to temipo-
rarily fill the place,. so as to have an
Appeal Court of three Judges, although
the Attorney General had informed the
House this would be done.

THRE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the hon. member could not
want the Judges, to travel round the
colony for the fun' of the thing. When
money could be saved by the Government

suggesting that a Judge should go to a
district to try a. case, that course was
adopted. But there had not been very
serious cases for trial. The Government
were not prepared to send a Judge to
Roebourne three or four times a year to
try native offenders, because suchL cmase
were generally simple. He had often
found it would be most expensive to
send a Judge into a district, and he did
not see any reason why Judges should he
sent to try small cases.

Vote put and passed.
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy and

Curator of Intestate Estates, £1,256:
Mn. A. FORREST said that during

the last six mnouths, the colony being in a
prosperous condition, there had been few
bankruptcies, and only few might be ex.
pected in the next six months; and yet
be found that a temporary assistant, wbo
bad been provided for the last year, was
now put on the permanent staff. During
1893 the failures were numerous, but
such a bad state of affairs could not be
expected in the imimediate future; there-
fore he could not understand the necessity
for adding another clerk to the perma.
nent staff. He was of the same opinion
as he had stated previously as to the way
in which this department was carried
On.

MR. R. F.. SHOLL said the great secret
of there not being so many bankruptcies
now was that the searchiing investigations
and the examinations in court were de-
tonring people from the ordeal; and it
was the Official Receiver who htad knocked
all that sort of thing on the head, because
a debtor who could pay twenty shillings
in the pound now considered whether it
was not better to pay than go through
a severe examination in the court. The
Official Receiver made a thorough investi-
gation, and satisfied himself there was
nothing concealed behind. If there was
one man who was bard-work ed and un der-
paid,it was the Official Receiver. Still,
he agreed in the objection to the ad-
ditional clerk being placed on the per-
mnanent staff .

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said he had satisfied himself,
during the past twelve months, that the
additional clerk was really necessary, and
therefore this addition had been made
permanent. The number of bankruptcies
had decreased very mutch, through the
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operation of the new Act, but the work
connected with intestate estates had in-
creased very much, through the rush of
new people to the goldfields, and many
estates having to be wound up at great
distances entailed a, vast amount of cor-
respondence. Many hundreds more had
to be dealt with last year than previously,
and the office was not over-manned. with
four clerks.

MR. A. FORREST said he would net
now argue the question as to whether the
action of the Official Receiver had caused
the large decrease in bankruptcies, but
hie affirmed that the decrease was not to
he accounted for in the way suggested.
the prosperity of the colony being the
real cause. He believed thle Official
Receiver had not done one iota towards
that result. He knew of a case in which
an offer of lbs. in the pound was refused
by the Official Receiver, and yet that
official afterwards recommeuded the credi-
tors to accept 5s. in the pound. Once
an estate got into the han~ds of the Official
Receiver, very little of it came out; and
the reason that large estates did not now
go into his hands for winding up was
because creditors had become frightened
at the costs incurred in that process.
He (Mr. A. Forrest) could give in stances
of this. He affirmed that the gentleman
who filled that office was totally incom-
petent, and was not a business mnan at
all. The Official Receiver had no symi-
pathy with creditors, and he (Mr. A.
Forrest) defied any hon. member to say
the Official Receiver had shown sympathy
with creditors in any single instance.
That officer's sympathy was with the
bankrupt, whereas the Official Receiver's
duty should be more to protect the credi-
tors than the bankrupt.

Mn. it F. SHOLL said the Official
Receiver had miade the hon. member
disgorge several hundred pounds.

MR. A. FoRREST: No; he robbed inc
of that. It was not disgorged.

Mt. R. F. SHOTIL said if the Official
-Receiver had done nothing else hie had
done somne good in that instance, and in
many other instances.

MR. A. FORREST said that, as to
having been obliged to disgorge, the bon.
member knew that he (Mr. A. Forrest)
had to pay a sum of money; but he was
the only creditor in that estate,' and as
such he received back more than halt the

amount he had paid, the other half going
to the Official Receiver for expenses.

Vote put and passed.
Stipentdiaiy Magistracy, £14,752:
Mn. R. F. SHOILL said the Resident

Magistrate at Broome got several allow-
ances, totalling £725, besides his private
practice as a medical officer. The amount
seemed large, aind ho moved, as an aniend-
ment, that the amnount of Item S he
reduced by £100.

Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said this officer, Dr. Black, had
been about two-and-a-hialt years on the
same salary. The Government had been
of opinion that his services were thrown
away at Derby, because Broome was the
first port of cafl for steamers from Singa-
pore, and the Government were anxious
to have a medical officer at the first pert
of call. The population of Derby had
very miuch diminished, while the popula-
tion of Broome had been increasing some-
what. The Government also had desired
to establish a court of quarter sessions at
Broome, which was more necessary than
at Derby. Dr. Black was now being
allowed £650 more than hie received at
Derby, while quarters wvere being built
at Broome. The tranasfer to Broome was
advantag-eous.

MR- A. FORREST said a saving would
be made by the new arrangement. Dr.
Black was a most capable and energetic
officer, and was always improving the
place by keeping the native prisoners
at work. There should be a larger
salary in a tropical climate like that of
Broome.

Xn. R. F. SHOTJL did not agree that
there had been any saving by the new
arranugement.

THE PREmirER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said there wats a. saving of £300 a year
by doing away with the sub-collector at
Broomec.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL said Dr. Black
also received £70 as forage allowanice.
What necessity was there to pay this,
when the horses could pretty well find
their own forage, without being hobbled
outP Did the doctor give a, certificate
that he had spent the money on forage ?

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
MRt. R. F. SHOTJL, referring to Item

632, " Lodging, Resident Magistrate,
Blackwood, £50,' moved that the itemIbe struck out. He said this kind of
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allowance was giving, by a side-wind, an
increase of salary to an official.

MR. LEAlCE said it would be better
if the Estimates showed, at a glance, the
whole amount paid to each official. He
noticed that the Resident Magistrate at
Bunbury received £25 a year less than
the Resident Magistrate in Perth.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said that nearly all the Resident
Magistrates, especially in the old centres,
had lodging provided by the Government,
and, in the few places where lodging was
not provided, it was considered desirable
to put the officers there on the sameo
footing, by adding an allowance of £50 a
year, in five places.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said the principle
was a bad one, and] be would oppose it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the desire of the Government was to
place all the Resident Magistrates on thnt
same footing. The magistrates at New-
castle, York, Albany, Oeraldtou, the
Gascoyne, and further Northward had
quarters provided; whereas the magis-
trates at the Vasse, Bunbury, Bridge-
town, tile Canining, and a few other
places naturally asked why they could
not he allowed lodging, the same as the
others. Now the Government proposed
to put them all on the same footing as a
matter of fairness. He did not think
these officers were paid very highly.
They were agents of the Governtment, and
had multifarious duties; they -had also to
do a little entertining and keep up a
position in the district; and out of this
income they could nut have much left ait
the year's end.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said this'nmethod
of increasing an officer's pay was per-
nmcions.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was better than building a house
at each place.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said that, rather
than build a house, hie would increase the
salary by the amiount. In the Northern
parts there was no house that a magis-
trate could rent, and the Government had
to provide quarters.

Motion put and negatived.
Vote agreed to.
Land Tiles, £3,795:
Mu. RANDETLL said this office had

been costing a considerable amount, but
it was satisfactory to find now that the

country was deriving a revenue from it,
the income exceeding the expenditure.

MR. R. P. SHOLL asked whether Item
18, " Postage and telephone rent, £50,"
was for telephone connection with officers'
residences ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said none of the officers'
residences were connected by telephone.

MuE. ILLINO.WORTH, called the
Attorney General's attention to the fact
that there was supposed to be a " strong
room" in connection with this office, but
it was so situated that it was not a
strong room at all.

THE CHAIRMAN said this matter might
be better discussed under "Works and
Buildings."

MR. TLLINGWORTH said plans of
inestimable value had to be kept in safe
custody, and it was impossible to foretell
what inconvenience would happen to
the community if an accident were to
happen. As to the Assistant Registrar
of Titles, be Look, charge of the whole
business dluring the absence of the
Registrar, and carried through the work.
Therefore the Assistant Registrar clearly
possessed qualifications for doing the
work of the Registrar, and it did not
appear that the Assistant Registrar
bad received that consideration fromn the
Government which was deserved. The
Government should treat somne of these
officers more liberally. Generally lie was
adverse to increases of salary, and it was
only because he thought somie wrong was
being done that he referred to this case.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said he had been aware, ever
since this Government took office, that
the portion of the building occupied by
the Land Titles Office was unsuitable for
the purpose, and hie knew the "strong
rooin was not a strong room at all.
There was an itemn under " Works and
Buildings" for erecting proper offces.
No " strong room " ought to he suspended
in the air, but should be on the ground
floor or under it. It was almost impos-
sible to do the work of the Land Titles
Office under the present cramiped condi-
tions, there being some twelve men
working in one room. He had given up
two of the rooms belonging to the
Attorney General's office, temiporarily,
until the proposed building was comn-
pleted. The growth of this; department

Esihnales, 1894-5. [17 OCT., 1894.)



1120 Estimnates, 1894-5. [SSMIYJHiiata 845

showed the growth of the colony. There
were seven or eight hundred sub-divisional
maps ified in the office, this large number
showing the land operations that were
going on, and the business would grow. As
to the Assistant Registrar, he was a valu-
able officer, and capable of doing the work
in the office. He was receiving an increase
of £40 this year, and hie (the Attorney
General) hoped that it would be prac-
ticable to give him a further increase
next year. But it was difficult to deal
with one officer without provoking cor-
respondence in other directions. There
was no more disagreeable duty connected
with the Government than that arising,
out of claims for increases of salary.

MR. RANDELTJ, referring to Item 19,
"Foreign telegralnsand stationery,.2450,"
asked what was the necessity for the large
increase of £280.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said this item was chiefly, for
stationery, and included pai'chuienits used
for certificates of title.

Vote put and passed.
C'olonial Treasurer.-Teasutry, £4,479:
MR. JAMES asked why the increases

of salary in this department were made.
T~i PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

said he did not think there were more
increases in the Treasury thau in other
departments. The increases were very
moderate. The largest increase was in
Item 2, " Accountant, £400." This was
not a high rate to pay an officer who kept
the accounts of the colony. The present
increases had been ])ressed on him, and
lie thought they were reasonable.

MR. LEAKE said the increases were
all in the Perth office, and not in coluntry
offices connected with the Treasury. Was
there any reason for that ?

Tns ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said thle clerk at Roebourne got
an increase of £10. Ministers did not
propose these increases. Thle Under
Treasurer dlid what he considered right
in reconmnending increases.

Mn. JAMES asked how many tele-
phones were uised?

THs PREMIE (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said there were three telephones in the
Treasury, also one in the private resi-
dence of the Under Treasurer, and one in
his (the Premier's) private residence.

MR. SIMPSON asked whether the one
at Dardanup was included ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. R. W. Venn) said he paid
for that himself.

MR. JAMES questioned the necessity
of having telephones to the residences
of Under Secretaries and other officers.
Such a thing wvas very easily abused, and
he believed these telephones were used
more for private benefit than for public
business. It was notorious that they
were used mostly for private convenience.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was simply a mnatter of account.

Ma. JAMES moved, as an amendment,
that the amount of Item 26 be reduced
by.£6. This would be a test.

Attention being called to the absence
of a quorum, the SPEAKER resumed the
Chair. A quorum having been formed,
the SPEAKER left thme Chair, and the conm-
inittee resumed.

TUE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest)
said he was surprised at the hion. member
for East Perth contesting such trifles as
this. There was no extravagance in the
use of telephones connected with the
Treasury. The Under Secretary, as head
of the Colonial Secretary's Department,
had a telephone because lie was in con-
nection with all the medical officers of
the colony who had to carry out the
quarantine regulations, and in conne-
tion with all the Resident Magistrates.
The Judges had telephones.

MR. SIMPSON asked whether the
Premier was in order in arguing the
general question on this item.

THE CHAIRMAN said the Premier
was in order, because the lion, member
for East Perth, in moving his anmendmnent,
had declared his object was to raise the
general question.

Tan PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Postmaster General and the
Chief Clerk of thle Post Office had
telephones, which were necessary in
reference to the shipping of mails in
various places. The Premier could not
carry on the business of his office efficiently
withonta telephone. The Under Treasurer
mnight do without one, but it was a great
convenience in coimnunicating with and
replying to the Premier on matters out of
office hours. Thle Police Magistrate in
Perth had.a telephone. As to thelUnder
Secretary for Lauds, he (the Premier) had
no information as to a telephone in this
case, and had not sanctioned it; or, if
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used, it was without his knowledge. T1 le
Governor's office wvas connected by
telephone. The Attorney General had a
telephone. These were, hie thought, all
in Perth, and hie had Sanctioned all lie
had mentioned.

MR. Rt. P. SHOTJL said the system was
abused, and, if the Premier sanctioned all
those mentioned, it was an abuse of
power. The Speaker of the Assembly
and the President of the Council had
telephones to their houses, the connec-
tionIs having been made at considerable
public expense. lHe believed that even
the Commtissioner of Railways had a
telephone to Dardanup.

THE CowMMssioNERt OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said lie paid privately
for that, and it had nothing to do with
the department.

MR.. R?. F. SITOLTJ said hie was glad to
hear that the hon. gentleman hail had
the honesty and decency to pay for a
private telephone. But what on earth
was the necessity for the Judges to have
a telephone?

THE PREMirER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Only the Chief Justice. I believe Mr.
Justice Stone pays for his.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL said the Premier
had contradicted him about the Under
Secretary for Mines, but, if the Premier
would look at the telephone list, he would
find that the telephone was connected
With the private residence of the Under
Secretary. It would be well to call for a
return of the free telephones.

MR. LEAKE said the great objection
Was that these free telephone connections
made a fictitious return of revenue to the
Post Office. The telephone receipts for
1895 were estimated at X2,500, but how
much of that was represented by cash ?
Very little. The officials who used the
telephone might be8 allowed to subscribe
ait half prie. It would he interesting to
have it phonographic record of the
messages over these So-called official
telep)hones, say for 24 hours. It would
show very little reference to public
matters.

MR. A. FORREST said the telephone
was very irritating to those who had to
use it, and not, the blessing that some
people thought it was.

MR. JAMES mid that, as a matter of
convenience, there might be no end to
the requirements of officers.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the use
of the telephone in one important ease
might be of sufficient value to the Govern-
nient to pay for a year's service. If, for
instance, a railway accident occurred, hie,
as Coinnissioueof Railways, ought to
be informed of it instantly. It was a
distinct benefit to have the telephone
attached to his house, for very often
things were required to be done which
could not be done at once unless lie was
advised. The telephones were not put on
to private residences at the request of the
officers themselves.

Aniendmnent put and negatived.
Vote agreed to.
London Agency, £3,130:
MR. JAMES hoped the Government

would infuse a little energy into the
London Agency. Great efforts were being
'made by the sister colonies for promoting
the export of their timbers, and he would
like to see something done by the Agent
General for this colony, in the same
direction. When the term of office of
the present Agent General expired, some
more worthy successor should he chosen.
The secretary of the Loudon Agenc ,y
should be sent from this colony, in suc-
cessive periods of three or four years, so
that the person in that, position might
have the freshest knowledge, and be in
touch with the colony's progress. For
instance, not one person in the London
office at present k-new anything personally
of the recent great development of gold
mining in this colony.

MR. A. FORREST said the remarks
of the hou. member were not quite fair.
The Agent General had lived in this
Colony fifteen or twenty years, and had
done good work in it. He was a pro-
gressive man, of great ability, and it was
to be hoped lie would continue as the
Agent General at long time. As to the
timber industry, the best argument was
that 9hiips were loading here Continually
for the London market; therefore, the
complaint that the Agent General neg-
lected the timber interests of this colony
was not correct. Having, himself been
eleven years under Sir Malcolm Fraser
when Surveyor General, he believed that
in this position Sir Malcolnm was the b~si
officer the colony ever had, and the sur-
veys made in this colony were better than
in any other colony of Australia.
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Ma. SIMPSON said that, not longr
ago, the ].rpjier had been pointing to
the falling off in the timber exports of
tis colony.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
.[ don't think I said so.

Anu. SIMPSON said the London Agency
neaeddreorganisation. The present holder
of the office had been receiving £1,6500 at
year, including his pension,and theaccoimut
was about balanced. Formerly, Sir 1I4a1-
coin Fraser was said topaintthe picture of
this colony in too lugubrious colours: now
there was some danger of his colourinig
it too brightly. There was a question
whether one Agent General in Londo~n
should not represent the wvhole of Aus-
tralia. The whole of the Canadian Do-
minlion could be represented by, one man in
London; and the question had cropped
up in Australia as to whether one manl
could not represent the whole of Australia
in London. He moved that progress be
now reported, and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and negatived.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

said the timber industry was being
attended to in England by the Agent
General, who had instructions that this
colony wats to take part in any exhibitions
of timber, and its timbeocr interests wecre
to be kept to the front as much as pos-
sible, by advantage being taken of ever *'
occasion, the same as the other colonies
were doing. The export to England at
pi-esent was very satisfactory. A great
dleal was exported from Albany' , Rock-
inighain, and Quindalup. In iregard to
the Agent Gener-al himself, this colony
might he satisfied, onl thle whole, with
the present representation. The Agent
General had large monetary transaetions
to deal wvith, and bad been most precise
iii everything; hie had also carried
out the instructions of Gover-nment to
the letter ; he had had some difficult
and troublesome negotiations with the
Midland Railway Company, and carried
them out with great precision and
entirely to the satisfaction of the Gov-
ernient. He (the Premier) had no
reason to be dissatisfied, but, on the
other hand, had to thank the Agent
General for the manner in which he had
carried out the duties. Some pet-sons
would complain about anything. The
colony had been fortunate in securing
Si- Malcolm Fraser as its first Agent

General, and during the three and a half
years he had given satisfaction to the
Government.

MR. R. F. S ROLL was pleased to hear
the Premier's remarks about the Agent
General, who had carried out the duties
)letter than tuany persons in the colony
had expected hie would be able to do.
There was a financial saving by the
arrangement, as in any case the colony
would have to pay him the pension of
£700, and would have also to pay £21,500
a year to another Agent General.

MA. LEAXE suggested that the office
of Agent General should be held for a
term of four years. A life appointment or
one for an indefinite termi was not
desirable, because the holder of the office
should be in touch with the colony.
The same argument would apply to the
Secretary.-

Attention being called to the state of
the House, a quorum was again formed.

MR. JAMES said the other Australian
colonies were more active thtan this colony
in placing the mnerits of their several
timbers before the people in England. and
he thought a great deal more might have
been done by the Agent General for this
colony. Hle hoped there would soon be a
more suitable successor.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said there had
lately appeared, init London financial
newspaper, at statement made on the
authority of our Agent General in) regard
to public works on our goldfields, in which
statement there was not one accurate
item. Every alleged fact in it was
absolutely inaccurate as to the place, the
people, and the circumustances, thus
showing that the Agent General was not
in touch with the modern developments
of this colony.

TaE PREMIER (Ron Sir J. Forrest):
If you will produce the statemenit, I will
call his attention to it.

MR. ITLINGWO~RH saidl material
changes had taken place here since Sii
Malcolm Fraser took up his abode in
England, and it was important that. the
colony should be represented by'1 a gentle-
man who, when hie gave information about
the colonY. sbould be, at least, approxi-
mately correct in his facts; for the Agent
Gener-al should not only represent West-
ern Australia in the highler social life of
England, bitt should defend the colony
through the public press, when necessary.-
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The Government should make a change
iu the Agent General's office as quickly
as possible. Personally, hle did not know
the Agent General. As to the financial
work, that was generally done b 'y the
London and Westminster -Bank, and the
Agent General had practicall *y nothing to
do with it. As to starting- the jobbery
in connection with the Midland Railway
ompany, it was well the Government

did not carry out the Agent General's
wisheCs.

AN HON. MEMBER: Whatt Was that?
MR. SIMPSON said lie could endorse

many of the remarks of the last speaker.
It would be advisable that the Agent
General should abstain fromn taking part
in what mighit be called wild-cat dinners
in London. For instance, when speaking
at Colonel North's, our Agent General
professed to have Such magnificent faith
in this colony that the atmnosphiere was
paiutedl golden-whlether that was the
tint of the wine or not might be doubt-
fill. The Agent General should abstain
from attending at g-old-mining companies'
diners, and, in saying this, hie (Mr.
Siimpson) spoke with a knwledge of h101%'
such companies were " -n.t" It would
be better to represent the colony by sup-
plyvig cold, official facts, rather than
Supply information inspired with genial
Moselle or London chamrpagne.

Vote pilt and p~assedl.
Onl the Motion Of Mr. RArwstL., 1l-

gress was reported, and leave given to sit
again.v

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11-12 o'clock

3S'gis [atibe cf 01111 cii,
Thursday, J1h October, 18.94.

Sout-WesernRailway Rettrns- water, Tanks oil
Goldfields -Roads Act a~end,,,eit Bill: third
reading-Dentist, ii oiiuittee - Aricultural
Bank Bill: second rcodtiig-Esplosive Stiistniiees
Bill: second loadliig; convinittee; tiiirul reading-
Police Act Aineint Bill: econds readii-Loa,
Bill; legisiative Assemlbly's Message -I]riendly
Societies Bill: coumnmittee-Muuiciin Institationsl
Bill: third readinig-Leave of AIbseace to the Hoit.
TV. H . Marshall-Adjourinmnt.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4830 o'clock p)1m.

PRAYERS.

SOUTH-WESTERN iRAILAAY RETURN
TEE Hox. S. J. HAYNES, without

notice, asked that the returns asked for
in respect of the South-Western Railway.
and promised by' the Hon. Colonial Secre-
tary, be laid on the table.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Efon.
S. H. Pal-ker): They should have beenm
here before this. I dto not know why
they have bceni delayed. I will again
speak to the Commissioner of Railways
about the miatter, and endeavour to have
them furnished by the lnext sittinig of the
House.

WATER TANK S ON GOLDFIELDS.
THE How. R. WV. HA-RDEY moved

for a return showing (i.) The number of
water tanks colnpleted and in course of
construction en. rowfe and on tile Eastern
and Murchison goldfields on tlie 30thI
September, 1894. (2.) The capacity of
each tank. (3.) How many of these
tanks have water in them at the present
time and about what quantity. (4.) The
cost of each tank. (5.) The inumber of
water bores put down in tile above
districts, and the cost of each bore. He
said : Fromt the information I have re-
ceived, a good deal of money has been
spent up~on these tanks, but they have
been badly constructed. I ant told that
water was seeni runniing into onle of the
tanks, and at one timie it had a consider-
able amnount in it, but it leaked away
almost as fast as it went in and, looking
round outside the fence, my informant
states be saw it percolating through the
tank and running away outside. With
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